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When a retirement strategy “Even Smart Women Hate In the studio with cartoonist, Veteran dancer Meryl Green
involving heart failure at age Losing Their Youthful Looks” playwright, and screenwriter searches for the ultimate
55 goes bad, what's plan B2 by Vivian Gornick. Jules Feiffer by Jerry Tallmer. “comfort” shoe.
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Jules Feilfter

rty-four years ago, when Jules
FEeif‘fer was 32 and indispensable
as a weekly zeitgeist cartoonist for
The Village Voiceb was indeed the cen-
tral nervous system of that high-adven-
ture Eisenhower-era breakthrough in
journalism B he wrote a 35-minute play
called Crawling Arnold for ChicagoOs
Second City improvisational troupe.

It was about a young man in his 20s
whose parents in their 70s, Mr. and
Mrs. Enterprise, suddenly have another
baby. So Arnold reverts. He starts to
crawl.

years later, Ol was 65 when my daugh-
ter, JulieO B now a spirited, bongo-play-
ing, animal-loving 10 year-old ® Owas
adopted. So my point was well taken.O
Feiffer, now 76, goes on dryly:
OSeventy is a ridiculous age to have
children. What | can say, in regard to
that play, is what | found out years ago:
Just as Mr. Enterprise is far more capa-
ble than his inadequate son, Arnold . .
. just as the father in OONeillOs Desire
Under the Elms is bigger and stronger
physically and more able in every way
than his son N which debes logic N it
turns out in many ways to be accurate.
OBefore | had all these family
responsibilities [Julie is the youngest of

FeifferOs three daughters] | was far published by Knopfin 1979.
OWell,0 says the Jules Feiffer of 44more limited creatively, less productive,

interested in fewer things, took longer
naps, and wondered about the reason
for it all.

ONow, with the hustle and bustle of
family life, my questions are less philo-
sophical and more directed toward the
reality of everyday life N and getting
on with it. IOm having a better time as
an older man than | did as a younger
man, and am far happier now.O

In the crowded, cluttered writerOs
workroom of a great old Upper West
Side apartment, ex-cartoonist, ex-play-
wright, ex-screenwriter (well, almost ex
to all those things) Feiffer, now a high-
ly successful childrenOs book author,
draws my attention to a hard-cover

OLong before | wrote childrenOs
books | used children as metaphor,0
says Feiffer. OThis is Tantrum, which |
wrote when | was 50.0

Wrote and drew, that is, for Tantrum
is a novel in cartoon form about a man
named Leo.

OLeo is 42,0 says Feiffer. OAnd he
hates his life. HeOs married, has two
children, and feels totally powerless
and out of control in his family life and
his working life, with all the decisions
being made by others.

OSo he wants to go back to when he
had power, at age 2. But he still has the

FEIFFERontinued on page 16



